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· [bookmark: _Toc242880629]Red Sea Afar group calls for Eritrean President, gov’t to face ‘justice’ at conference in Ethiopia’s Afar region – Addis Standard  
The Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization (RSADO), an Ethiopia-based political and insurgent group opposing Eritrea’s ruling People’s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ), has called for President Isaias Afwerki and his government “to be held accountable” for alleged atrocities against the Red Sea Afar people, as it concluded a people’s conference in Logiya city, in Ethiopia’s Afar region. The conference, held on October 12 under the motto “From Unity to Victory,” brought together traditional sultans, clan leaders, intellectuals, community elders, youth and women to discuss the political situation, the organization’s struggle and future strategy, and a human rights complaint it said it had submitted to the African Union. In a six-point resolution issued at the conclusion of the meeting on October 12, participants called for an end to alleged abuses against the Red Sea Afar community, greater political self-determination, and international action against arbitrary arrests, forced conscription and violence targeting Eritrean youth, children and border communities. “The atrocities inflicted on the Red Sea Afar people do not align with Eritrea’s independence; independence without human freedom and dignity is unacceptable,” the resolution stated, according to RSADO. The group called for President Isaias and his government “to be brought to justice” for what it described as atrocities and destruction committed against the Red Sea Afar people. It also urged Eritreans and political organizations to strengthen their unity and determine the country’s political future. The resolution further called on the public to support RSADO’s armed and political struggle and backed the community’s right to self-determination, ranging from local self-governance to full self-determination. It appealed to international organizations to address alleged arbitrary arrests, forced conscription and violence targeting young people and communities along Eritrea’s borders. RSADO’s latest conference follows a series of political and military activities by the group over the past year. On July 13, 2025, it held a public conference in Semera–Logia, the capital of Ethiopia’s Afar region, pledging to continue its political and military campaign against the Eritrean government until the PFDJ was dismantled and the Red Sea Afar people’s right to self-determination was recognized, Addis Standard reported at the time. In October 2025, RSADO announced the graduation of a new cohort of fighters led by commander Ibrahim Haroun. The group said it sought to strengthen its military and naval capabilities and urged unity among Eritrean opposition organizations. The organization has also pursued international avenues to raise concerns about the treatment of the Red Sea Afar community. RSADO leaders were recently featured in Israeli media amid reports that the group had sought support from Israel. The latest conference comes amid a sharp deterioration in relations between Ethiopia and Eritrea, with renewed fighting in northern Ethiopia raising fears of a wider regional conflict. Last week, Ethiopia ordered the closure of its embassy in Asmara and declared 10 Eritrean diplomats persona non grata, prompting Eritrea to sever diplomatic ties. Addis Abeba has also since accused Eritrean forces of crossing into Ethiopian territory and backing TPLF-allied forces, allegations Asmara has rejected. In a letter to the UN Security Council on October 8, Ethiopia described the reported incursion as an “all-out invasion” and asserted its right to self-defense, while Eritrea accused Ethiopia of pursuing an unprovoked war to secure access to the Red Sea and supporting anti-Eritrean armed and opposition political groups. The Red Sea Afar people live across Eritrea, Ethiopia and Djibouti, making their political and security circumstances part of wider regional dynamics.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880630]Ethiopia-Eritrea tensions deepen as federal troops advance toward border, reports indicate – Addis Standard 
Ethiopian federal forces have advanced toward Zalambessa, a border town near Eritrea, as renewed fighting in Tigray heightens fears of a direct military confrontation between the two neighbors, with diplomatic efforts underway to prevent further escalation, Reuters reported on Tuesday. The advance comes amid deteriorating relations between Ethiopia and Eritrea, former allies during the 2020–2022 Tigray war who are now on opposing sides in a renewed conflict. A report by The New York Times likewise indicates that the two countries are edging toward a potential war as military developments in northern Ethiopia intersect with longstanding disputes over territory, maritime access, and regional influence. According to Reuters, six sources, including people in contact with residents, a diplomat, and a conflict expert, said Ethiopian troops had reached Zalambessa, a town of approximately 15,000 people previously controlled by Tigrayan forces. A spokesperson for a pro-government militia did not confirm that federal forces had taken control of the town, while Ethiopian military and government officials had not immediately responded to requests for comment. The advance follows a federal government counter-offensive against forces led by the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which launched renewed attacks last month. Federal forces have reportedly retaken several towns, pushing Tigrayan fighters northward toward the Eritrean border. Military advances and competing accusations: The reported advance toward Zalambessa comes amid competing claims over Eritrea’s role in the renewed fighting. Witnesses and a conflict monitor cited by Reuters said Eritrean troops crossed into Zalambessa last week in support of Tigrayan forces. However, it remained unclear whether Eritrean troops or Tigrayan fighters were still present in the town on Tuesday. Eritrea has denied sending troops into Ethiopian territory. Instead, Asmara has accused Addis Abeba of preparing an invasion and described Ethiopia’s allegations of an Eritrean incursion as a “declaration of war.” Ethiopia has accused Eritrea of supporting armed groups seeking to undermine the federal government. In a letter to the United Nations Security Council, Addis Abeba alleged that Eritrean troops had advanced as far as 60 kilometers into Ethiopian territory and declared that the country must defend itself against what it called an “all-out invasion.” The reported cross-border movements have not been independently verified, leaving a central question unresolved as military operations continue near the frontier. The possibility of direct confrontation has nevertheless become more pressing as Ethiopian forces advance northward. The New York Times cited analysts who warned that the two militaries could face each other directly if federal forces reach the Eritrean border, raising the prospect of a conflict extending beyond Tigray. Red Sea access and regional rivalries: The immediate military escalation is unfolding against a broader dispute over Ethiopia’s access to the Red Sea. Ethiopia lost its coastline when Eritrea became independent in 1993. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has repeatedly described maritime access as a national imperative, while maintaining that Ethiopia intends to pursue its ambitions through peaceful means and dialogue. Eritrea’s Assab port, situated close to the Ethiopian border, has become a focal point in discussions about Ethiopia’s maritime ambitions. Analysts cited by The New York Times warned that a wider conflict could have implications for Eritrea’s territorial integrity and political future, including the possibility of Ethiopian attempts to gain control of Assab. Such scenarios remain speculative, and neither the reported military advance nor Ethiopia’s stated demand for maritime access establishes that the government intends to seize the port by force. The dispute also intersects with broader rivalries involving Egypt, Somalia, and Sudan, as regional governments pursue competing security and strategic interests around the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa. Ethiopia maintains close ties with the United Arab Emirates, while Eritrea has engaged diplomatically with Egypt and other regional actors. These relationships could complicate efforts to contain the confrontation if hostilities expand beyond the Ethiopian-Eritrean border. Diplomatic efforts face uncertainty: The deteriorating security situation has prompted renewed diplomatic activity at the United Nations. Eritrean Foreign Minister Osman Saleh has asked the Security Council to take action against Ethiopia under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, which provides for measures ranging from sanctions to military action. Reuters reported that council members were scheduled to hold a closed-door meeting on the Horn of Africa on Tuesday under the Greek presidency of the council. The United States has also urged Ethiopia and Eritrea to respect each other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, warning that the Horn of Africa cannot sustain another military conflict. However, the opposing positions of the two governments present a significant obstacle to de-escalation. Ethiopia insists that it must defend its territory against alleged Eritrean incursions, while Eritrea rejects the accusations and portrays Ethiopia’s statements as a threat to its own sovereignty. The African Union has appointed former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo as its lead negotiator in efforts to address the crisis. Eritrea, however, has expressed distrust of the continental body, headquartered in Addis Abeba. The confrontation threatens to reverse the rapprochement initiated in 2018, when Abiy’s peace initiative ended decades of hostility and earned him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2019. Eritrea later fought alongside Ethiopian federal forces during the Tigray war, which killed hundreds of thousands of people and was marked by widespread allegations of serious human rights violations. The two countries’ relationship has since deteriorated, with maritime access, regional alliances, and renewed fighting in Tigray contributing to the growing tensions. The advance toward Zalambessa, the unresolved allegations of Eritrean military involvement, and the exchange of increasingly serious accusations have brought the two governments into a dangerous phase of confrontation. Whether the crisis remains contained within Ethiopia’s internal conflict or develops into a direct interstate war will depend in part on military movements along the border and the ability of regional and international actors to secure meaningful de-escalation.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880631]Tensions deepen in Southern Tigray as NaMA accuses Tigray Peace Force of abuses after clashes over local security, administrative control – Addis Standard 
The National Movement of Amhara (NaMA) has accused the Tigray Peace Force (TPF) of killings, attacks on returning internally displaced persons (IDPs) and attempts to impose political and administrative control in Raya Alamata, in Southern Tigray, after renewed clashes involving armed groups and federal allied forces intensify disputes over the area’s security and administrative control.  In a statement issued on October 11, NaMA said the entry of the TPF into Raya Alamata following the withdrawal of Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) forces had opened a “new phase of insecurity” for residents already affected by years of displacement and conflict. The party called on the federal government to “remove the TPF” from the area and ensure that only federal forces oversee security until a locally determined interim administration is established. “The armed group calling itself the ‘Tigray Peace Force’ must be made to leave the area immediately and unconditionally,” NaMA said, alleging that the group had disarmed local public safety militia units, opened fire on residents and obstructed the return of displaced people. The statement comes amid conflicting and politically charged claims over control of Raya Alamata in southern Tigray after the withdrawal of TPLF-led local administration from the area in the last week of September. Renewed clashes and competing armed forces: Federal forces and allied groups including TPF recaptured Alamata on September 28, which left a trail of civilian casualties. The subsequent security arrangements reportedly heightened tensions between TPF forces and the Raya Zeb militia, a locally recruited force organized by the Amhara regional state in July 2026.  Between October 1 and 3, clashes reportedly erupted between TPF forces and Raya Zeb around Alamata, amid disputes over the latter’s role in local security and administration. Reports subsequently indicated that federal forces and TPF elements moved to disarm Raya Zeb, although the circumstances and extent of the reported disarmament have not been independently verified. NaMA’s account describes a related but distinct sequence of events. It said renewed fighting between TPLF forces and the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) resulted in civilian deaths, injuries and property destruction. After TPLF forces withdrew, the TPF allegedly entered the area behind federal forces and began “harassing residents”, including through killings and the disarmament of local militia units. The TPF, which is now a formally allied with the national defense forces, emerged as an armed Tigrayan opposition force following a split within the Tigrayan leadership in 2025. Reports in July that year linked its formation to supporters of former Tigray regional president Getachew Reda and alleged federal government support for efforts to organize an armed force in neighboring Afar. Although the federal government has not formally admitted supporting the formation of the group, Tigrayan officials have accused Addis Abeba of supporting armed groups to “foment intra-Tigray conflict.”  On July 1, 2025, the TPF announced that it had entered Tigray from the neighboring Afar region, where it was initially organized, raising concerns about a new armed confrontation within the region. Tigray’s security leadership at the time subsequently called on the group’s members to return, with Lieutenant General Fiseha Kidanu accusing the Ethiopian government of supporting armed groups in Afar, Amhara and Tselemti to foment conflict. The TPF’s alignment with federal forces became more apparent following the outbreak of the latest round of fighting. NaMA describes the group as a breakaway faction of the TPLF that seeks to perpetuate the same policies the movement accuses the former regional ruling party of imposing on Raya residents. Raya Zeb’s emergence and the unresolved security question: Raya Zeb’s reported preparations predate the latest October clashes. In a July 19, 2026, communication, the Korem Town Communication office reported that members drawn from Alamata town, Raya Alamata and Raya Bala were completing “morale-building, psychological and readiness training at the Chobi front.” Brigadier General Kassa Demlew, head of the Peace and Security Department of North Wollo Zone in the Amhara Region, urged the recruits to unite and intensify their contribution to “local peace in cooperation with joint security forces”. He said their knowledge of the local geography could help strengthen peacebuilding efforts. The announcement presented Raya Zeb as a force intended to contribute to local security. Its subsequent reported confrontations with TPF forces, however, exposed the competing claims over who should exercise security authority in the area after the withdrawal of the TPLF-led administration. NaMA’s statement called for the area to be cleared of all armed forces other than federal security personnel until the “historical questions of identity and political administration are resolved.” It also called for the disarmament of unauthorized armed groups and their enrollment in disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programs. A conflict dating to February 2024: The latest confrontation builds on a longer history of insecurity in Raya Alamata, where tensions between Amhara and Tigrayan forces resurfaced in February 2024, less than a year and a half after the November 2022 Pretoria Agreement ended the major phase of the war in the Tigray region. Clashes between Tigrayan and Amhara forces were reported on February 14, 2024, across Chercher, Raya Bala and Raya Alamata. Fighting spread to areas around Alamata and Korem the following day before ENDF intervention. Further clashes were reported in Korem and Ofla on February 17 and in Zatta on February 21, with federal forces intervening to halt the confrontations. No fatalities were reported in those incidents, but the renewed fighting left up to five thousand displaced from the area, and raised concerns about the durability of the peace established under the Pretoria Agreement. Getachew Reda, then interim president of Tigray, attributed the violence to “the work of diehard enemies of the Pretoria agreement trying to take advantage of real or perceived differences to derail the rather cordial engagement both parties to the Pretoria agreement are making round the clock to make the Agreement work.” In its latest statement, NaMA said the crisis had deepened in the period following the Pretoria Agreement, alleging that TPLF forces carried out “retaliatory attacks” after federal security forces withdrew from the area. The movement said tens of thousands of residents were displaced to neighboring woredas and towns, while homes and other property were destroyed or looted. IDP returns and allegations of rights violations: NaMA’s statement placed particular emphasis on the safety of displaced residents seeking to return to Raya. It alleged that armed members of the TPF fired on people attempting to return from Raya Kobo and Woldiya, in the Amhara region, including groups from Alamata, Bala and Korem comprising priests, community elders, young people and other residents gathered to welcome them. The movement also alleged that the group attacked “Raya peacekeepers,” an apparent reference to members of the Raya Zeb, causing deaths and injuries, and prevented civilians from leaving an active conflict zone. It further accused the TPF of “interfering in local administration, seizing institutions, organizing political cadres and pressuring schools to stop teaching in Amharic.” NaMA said the federal government had failed to respond adequately to its repeated warnings against the presence of armed groups other than federal forces in the area. It accused the authorities of allowing conditions in which the latest abuses could occur. The statement did not provide a comprehensive breakdown of casualties or identify individual perpetrators. The TPF’s response to the accusations was not included in the material available for this report. NaMA called on the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, the UN human rights office and other international organizations to conduct independent, on-site investigations into the reported attacks, destruction of property and obstruction of IDP returns. It also urged the Amhara regional government to take a stronger position in support of Raya residents’ security and constitutional claims, while calling on the community to pursue its demands through unity, local mediation and peaceful political mobilization. The latest developments leave Southern Tigray, particularly Raya Alamata areas, facing a familiar but increasingly complicated dilemma: competing claims over security and control, while displaced residents’ safe return and the area’s administrative status remain at the center of the emerging crisis.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880632]Freed from TPLF Oppression, Tigray Residents Support Federal Efforts to Restore Peace, Services and Dignity – Fana
The federal government is moving swiftly to respond to public demands in the Tigray Region, restoring essential services, delivering emergency humanitarian assistance and advancing peace efforts as residents express relief at being freed from the oppression and repression of the banned TPLF group. The government’s response is addressing urgent needs that had disrupted daily life, while public reactions reflect growing support for efforts to restore peace and normality. Residents have taken to the streets in different towns not only to welcome the government’s measures but also to condemn the oppression they experienced under the illegal TPLF group. The public demonstrations, including a colorful rally in Adi Gudom, have provided a platform for residents to express their support for the federal government’s peace initiatives and rejection of the banned group’s anti-peace and anti-people actions. Their message underscores a desire to move beyond repression and rebuild their lives in an atmosphere of peace and stability. The restoration of essential services is already bringing tangible relief to communities. Ethiopian Airlines has resumed flights to Mekelle, the capital of the Tigray Region, following the disruption of air transport. The return of flights is easing movement and reconnecting the region with the rest of the country. Banking services are also resuming, with branches of the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia reopening and helping residents regain access to essential financial services. The restoration of telecommunications is another important step toward reconnecting communities and supporting the return of everyday activities. These developments form part of the federal government’s broader response to public needs, with residents also urging the authorities to consolidate peace and ensure that the improvements achieved are sustained. Humanitarian assistance is continuing alongside the restoration of services. The government is providing emergency aid to people facing hardship in the Tigray Region and other parts of the country. Assistance has begun reaching Alamata and other areas whose residents have endured severe suffering, helping address immediate humanitarian needs. The Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Commission is also transporting emergency assistance to residents of the Afar Region affected by climate-related pressures and local conflict. The measures reflect the continuing need to reach vulnerable communities with urgent support as the government responds to humanitarian challenges in different parts of the country. Meanwhile, the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) process, which had been interrupted, has resumed. Individuals who have chosen to abandon armed struggle and return to civilian life following the call for peace are registering at regional police commission centers, marking another step toward peaceful reintegration. The resumption of the process, alongside the restoration of essential services and the delivery of humanitarian assistance, is contributing to broader efforts to stabilize affected areas and enable communities to rebuild their lives. For residents of the Tigray Region, the changes extend beyond the reopening of transport and financial services. Their public expressions of relief, condemnation of the banned TPLF group and support for federal government efforts point to a demand for lasting peace, restored dignity and a return to normal life. The swift response to public needs and the cooperation between the government and residents have helped produce tangible results. Sustaining this progress will require continued public participation in consolidating peace, protecting national sovereignty and advancing Ethiopia’s wider development and prosperity.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880633]PM Abiy Holds Fruitful Phone Talks with Israeli Prime Minister on Bilateral Ties, Regional Developments – Fana 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has held a telephone conversation with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, discussing bilateral relations and key regional developments. In a statement shared on social media, Prime Minister Abiy described the call as “fruitful and constructive,” noting that the two leaders deliberated on bilateral ties and regional issues of shared concern. The conversation reaffirmed Ethiopia and Israel’s commitment to cooperation on matters of mutual interest, according to the Ethiopian Prime Minister.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880634]Ethiopia, Nigeria Deepen Defence Ties Through Military Education and Strategic Exchange – Fana 
A high-level Nigerian military delegation has visited Ethiopia’s National Defence College and other military and security institutions as the two countries seek to deepen defence relations through military education, strategic studies and exchanges on shared security concerns. The visit was coordinated by the Ethiopian Defence Force’s Directorate General of International Relations and Military Cooperation, with the aim of strengthening military and diplomatic ties and expanding bilateral engagement in education and security. Major General Bulti Tadesse, head of the Defence Research and Studies Center, said Ethiopia and Nigeria had a longstanding history of military and economic relations, expressing confidence that the partnership would continue to grow. He highlighted the importance of sustained exchanges in military science, strategic studies and military training, noting the significant roles Ethiopia and Nigeria play in African affairs. Previous agreements and visits between the two countries’ defence institutions have also focused on opportunities for joint technology transfer in infrastructure, technology and economic development.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880635]Ethiopia, France Discuss Expanded Cooperation on Debt, Investment and Development Finance – Fana 
Ethiopia and France have explored ways to expand their longstanding economic partnership, with development financing, debt sustainability, investment and institutional capacity building among the key areas identified for further cooperation. The discussions took place during a bilateral meeting between an Ethiopian delegation led by National Bank of Ethiopia (NBE) Governor Dr. Eyob Tekalign and Thomas Revial, Assistant Secretary at the French Treasury, on the sidelines of the 2026 IMF–World Bank Group Annual Meetings in Bangkok, Thailand. The two sides reviewed progress in Ethiopia’s ongoing macroeconomic reform agenda and France’s continued engagement in supporting the country’s development priorities, reflecting the economic ties built between the two countries over the years. Their discussions also examined opportunities to strengthen cooperation in development finance, promote debt sustainability, encourage investment and build institutional capacity. The engagement comes as Ethiopia advances its macroeconomic reform agenda and seeks to reinforce partnerships that can support economic stability and sustainable growth. Cooperation with France across these areas remains an important part of the broader economic dialogue between the two countries.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880636]Borena woreda police commander killed amid escalating Amhara conflict – Addis Standard 
Inspector Gashaw Kasiye Kebede, commander of the Borena Woreda Police Office in South Wollo Zone, Amhara Region, was killed on 10 October while on a law enforcement mission, according to a condolence statement issued by the woreda’s communication office on 12 October. The statement did not provide details of the circumstances surrounding his death or identify those responsible. It described Gashaw as having died while serving his country and community. His funeral was held on 12 October at Kidist Kidane Mihret Church in Mekane Selam town, attended by family members, colleagues, relatives and friends. The killing comes amid continued fighting between federal security forces and Fano armed groups in parts of the Amhara Region. Fano members recently circulated videos on social media claiming to control Mehal Meda, although Addis Standard could not independently verify the claims. The latest incident also follows the announcement by seven Ethiopian opposition and armed groups, including the Amhara Fano National Movement, that they had formed the Ethiopian Popular Forces Alliance for Survival. The alliance also includes the Oromo Liberation Army, Tigray People’s Liberation Front, Ogaden National Liberation Front, Afar National Revolutionary Front, Benishangul People’s Liberation Movement and Gumuz People’s Democratic Movement. The groups said their objective was to remove the Prosperity Party-led government and establish an inclusive transitional administration. Repeated attacks on officials: The killing adds to a series of reported attacks on government officials and security personnel in Amhara during the ongoing conflict. In July 2025, Tesfaye Getachew, deputy head of the Peace and Security Office in Basona Worana woreda, was reportedly shot dead by unidentified armed men while travelling for work in Debre Birhan. In January 2026, Lemma Wondaferew, former head of the Peace and Security Office of Shewa Robit town administration, was also killed in an attack, according to a condolence statement issued by the town administration. Other reported killings have targeted officials in South Wollo, North Shewa and East Gojjam zones, including Getahun Ayale Birru, former head of the Delanta Woreda Administration Office, who was reportedly killed in July 2024. In East Gojjam, Chief Inspector Zewdu Tadele, head of the Dejen Woreda Police Office, and Inspector Worku Shimelis, head of its Crime Prevention Division, were also killed in an attack while on duty, according to reports. The circumstances of several of these incidents, including the identities of those responsible, have not been independently established.
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· [bookmark: _Toc242880639]Somalia maintains neutrality as Ethiopia-Eritrea tensions escalate – Hiiraan 
Somali federal governmnet said Monday it remains neutral over escalating tensions between Ethiopia and Eritrea, warning that any new conflict in northern Ethiopia could affect security and economic stability across the Horn of Africa. Somali Deputy Foreign Minister Hassan Mohamed Ali Nadaar told the BBC Somali Service that Mogadishu maintains good relations with both Ethiopia and Eritrea and does not want to be drawn into their dispute. “Somalia is closely monitoring regional developments while prioritizing its national interests and avoiding diplomatic conflicts between neighboring states,” he added. Tensions between Ethiopia and Eritrea have intensified after Ethiopia accused Eritrea of supporting armed groups fighting the federal government, particularly in the Tigray region. Eritrea has repeatedly denied the allegations. The two countries have exchanged accusations of aggression at the United Nations, raising fears of renewed conflict in the Horn of Africa as fighting intensifies in northern Ethiopia. The diplomatic dispute comes as Ethiopian troops and allied armed groups advance across Tigray, where forces from Eritrea have allegedly crossed the border to support rebels fighting government forces. Ethiopia and Eritrea fought a deadly border war from 1998 to 2000 before later becoming allies during Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Tigray war. Relations have since deteriorated over the 2022 peace agreement that ended the war between the Ethiopian government and Tigray forces, as well as Ethiopia’s push for access to the Red Sea. Somalia’s position has drawn questions after President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud attended a four-way summit in El Alamein, Egypt, with the leaders of Egypt, Eritrea and Sudan. Security analyst Ahmed Kabole questioned whether Somalia’s actions align with its declared neutrality, while scholar Liban Igal urged Mogadishu to avoid taking sides in rival regional alliances. The Ethiopia-Eritrea tension comes as the Horn of Africa faces overlapping security and political crises, raising concerns that a new conflict could spill over into neighboring countries.
________________________________________________________________________
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· [bookmark: _Toc242880641]Sudan urges France to reopen Khartoum embassy during envoy talks – Sudan Tribune 
Sudanese Foreign Minister Mohi-Eddin Salem called on France on Tuesday to reopen its embassy in Khartoum during talks with French special envoy Jean-Marie Safa for Sudan and the Horn of Africa. Most European ambassadors to Sudan continue to operate remotely from neighbouring countries, while several Arab and African nations have reopened diplomatic missions in Khartoum following improved security conditions in the capital. The official Sudan News Agency (SUNA) reported that Salem met with Safa and expressed Sudan’s aspiration to rebuild ties with France on integrity, transparency, and facts on the ground. Salem urged Paris to reopen its embassy in Khartoum along with the French cultural institute. The minister also called on the French envoy to assess the reality of the situation in Sudan directly rather than adopt false narratives promoted by factions seeking a return to power, citing claims regarding the army’s alleged use of chemical weapons. Salem added that Sudan was close to overcoming this challenging period. The United States has accused the Sudanese government of using chemical weapons, imposing sanctions on May 22, 2025, that restricted U.S. exports to Sudan and limited access to credit lines. Khartoum denies deploying chemical arms during the conflict that erupted in April 2023. The government established a national committee to investigate the claims and has repeatedly demanded that Washington disclose its evidence. Salem and Safa discussed bilateral relations and pathways to peace and regional stability in the Horn of Africa. Salem affirmed Sudan’s willingness to engage in dialogue with Ethiopia if Addis Ababa halts its support for the Rapid Support Forces and ceases threats to Sudanese integrity, emphasizing that Sudan desires peace after suffering the costs of war. For his part, the French envoy stated that Paris seeks transparent relations with Sudan and is working to bridge divides among Sudanese parties through intra-Sudanese dialogue to ensure this war is the country’s last. An independent committee, backed by the government, is conducting domestic consultations to lay the groundwork for an inclusive national dialogue.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880642]Burundi invites Sudanese dialogue committee to visit Bujumbura – Sudan Tribune 
The chairperson of the African Union, Burundian President Évariste Ndayishimiye, has invited a Sudanese preparatory dialogue committee to visit his country, the committee’s spokesperson said on Tuesday. Burundi’s ambassador, Omer Ntezimbere, delivered the invitation during a meeting with the Sudanese-Sudanese Dialogue Preparation Committee at its headquarters in Khartoum. Osman Mirghani, the committee’s official spokesman, said the panel accepted the invitation as part of regional efforts to facilitate consultations among Sudanese factions and resolve the country’s ongoing crisis. Mirghani said the initiative aligns with the AU chair’s push to promote mutual understanding, adding that the committee noted Burundi’s strong commitment. He said the visit would take place as soon as possible. The Burundian envoy had presented his credentials to General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, head of Sudan’s Transitional Sovereign Council, in Khartoum on October 12. Burhan announced a political-talk initiative in May, followed by the formation of a preparatory committee on August 30. The Somoud coalition, led by former prime minister Abdalla Hamdok, rejected the initiative and called for negotiations to take place outside Sudan, despite Burhan pledging safety guarantees for anti-war civilian groups. Somoud said its stance focuses on finding immediate, genuine solutions to halt the conflict, insisting it would not take part in “false solutions that reproduce the crisis or grant political legitimacy to the war and its outcomes.” The coalition reaffirmed that any political process must end the fighting, address the humanitarian disaster, and pave the way for sustainable peace and a transition to civilian rule.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880643]Sudan urges international donors to shift focus to development and early recovery – Sudan Tribune 
Sudan on Tuesday called on the international community to shift its priorities toward development assistance for productive sectors and basic services, supporting government-led early recovery efforts. Sudan’s permanent representative to the United Nations in Geneva, Hassan Hamid Hassan, made the remarks during a high-level event on refugee response and voluntary return, held on the sidelines of the 77th session of the UNHCR Executive Committee. Hassan said international donors must shift from emergency humanitarian assistance to direct development support for production and vital public services to strengthen stability for returning populations. He said returning more than 5 million Sudanese to their homes requires a strategic shift from emergency relief alone to rebuilding damaged infrastructure and restoring basic utilities. About 5.1 million displaced Sudanese have returned to their areas of origin, though many face the risk of secondary displacement due to severe shortages of basic services, according to an International Organization for Migration report published on September 21. While returns followed improved security after the army regained control of Khartoum, Al Jazirah, Sennar, and parts of North Kordofan states, scarce job opportunities, destroyed facilities, and a sharply devalued local currency have hampered recovery. Hassan said creating suitable conditions for voluntary return remains a top priority for the government, pointing to extensive, systematic destruction inflicted on basic infrastructure and service facilities by the Rapid Support Forces. He added that humanitarian aid alone cannot repair water and power networks, hospitals, schools, and productive sectors damaged during the conflict. An estimated 33.7 million Sudanese require assistance this year, including 19.5 million facing acute hunger, with humanitarian agencies warning that 825,000 children suffer from severe acute malnutrition and 3.4 million remain at risk of fatal diseases.
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[bookmark: _Toc242880644]Gulf Region and the Middle East
[bookmark: _Toc242880645]Egypt
· [bookmark: _Toc242880646]Egypt vows ‘any kind’ of support for Saudi Arabia after Houthi attacks – Middle East Monitor 
Egypt is prepared to provide Saudi Arabia with “any kind” of support, as the kingdom faces intensified Houthi attacks, Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty said Tuesday, Anadolu reports. “Whatever is being asked by the Saudis, of course we will respond,” Abdelatty told Bloomberg Television when asked whether Egypt could provide military support to Saudi Arabia. “Without any reservation, we provide all kinds of support,” he added in an interview on the sidelines of the annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund in Bangkok on October 12-18. Abdelatty also said Egypt is seriously considering joining the Mecca Joint Defense Agreement, which currently brings together Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan. “The issue is under serious consideration by the Egyptian side,” he added. The pact was signed in Mecca on Aug. 7 by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. It provides that an armed attack against one of the three countries will be considered an attack against all of them. Türkiye has said the agreement is defensive in nature, targets no country and is open to other friendly nations. On Oct. 5, the alliance agreed to “immediately” implement its collective defense commitments following escalating Houthi attacks against Saudi Arabia and to take measures for the “rapid deployment” of agreed military forces and capabilities to the kingdom. Abdelatty’s remarks come after a sharp escalation in Houthi missile and drone attacks on Saudi airports and other facilities. Türkiye, Egypt, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia issued a joint statement Sunday condemning the attacks and reaffirming support for Riyadh’s legitimate measures to counter and deter them. The statement followed a Houthi attack on King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh that killed 13 people and injured 309 others. In September, Cairo said Egyptian and Saudi national security are “interconnected and inseparable,” while warning that continued Houthi attacks risked fueling wider regional tensions. Yemen has been engulfed in conflict since the Houthis seized the capital Sanaa and several provinces in September 2014, prompting a Saudi-led coalition to intervene in March 2015 in support of the internationally recognized Yemeni government.
[bookmark: _Toc242880647]Yemen
· [bookmark: _Toc242880648]Yemen fighting escalates as Israel, US reportedly weigh new strikes on Iran – CGTN 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen's Houthi group traded threats of retaliation on Tuesday as cross-border strikes on major cities and oil facilities continued, while Israel and the US reportedly discussed the possibility of renewing strikes against Iran before Israeli parliamentary elections. Saudi Arabia's Civil Defense said early on Wednesday that four people were injured and 15 residential homes were damaged after debris from two intercepted cruise missiles fell in the capital Riyadh on Tuesday. A Saudi Aramco administrative building in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia's Eastern Province, was targeted on Tuesday evening, causing a limited fire, the Saudi Press Agency reported early on Wednesday. The Saudi-led coalition said on Tuesday night that it had intercepted multiple missiles and drones over eastern and southern Saudi Arabia. It also reported intercepting a ballistic missile targeting an administrative center in Al-Ahsa Governorate in the Eastern Province. The coalition urged civilians to evacuate the Yemen Petroleum Company's Al-Sabaha Central Station in Houthi-held Sanaa, describing the targeted facilities as vital resources used by the Houthis to support their military operations in areas including Sanaa and Hodeidah. Meanwhile, the Houthis said on Tuesday that Saudi warplanes and missiles carried out 104 strikes across areas held by the group over the past 24 hours. Houthi military spokesperson Yahya Sarea claimed the attacks caused civilian casualties without giving specific figures. The intensifying conflict is adding to the hardships faced by displaced people in Yemen, who face food shortages and health risks, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). "Basic supplies in Taiz City are becoming increasingly scarce and expensive," said the OCHA. "Petrol prices have tripled and cooking gas is largely unavailable. Food prices have reportedly risen by about 50%, and current wheat and flour supplies could run out in less than three weeks." The office said that the basic health of families is increasingly at risk with overcrowded displacement sites, inadequate access to clean water and minimal health services. The OCHA added that the United Nations and its humanitarian partners have provided emergency assistance to nearly 148,000 people across Yemen since hostilities began in August. Beyond Yemen, tensions involving Iran have also raised the prospect of renewed military action by the US and Israel. Senior US officials told Axios that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke with US President Donald Trump last week about the possibility of a renewed military campaign against Iran before Israel's Knesset elections are held at the end of October. The potential joint US-Israel operation could target Iran’s nuclear and military sites, sources reportedly said, adding that Netanyahu cited alleged Iranian efforts to rebuild nuclear capacity as the reason for launching new strikes. Although Trump has publicly said he has not yet decided how to proceed with Tehran, sources said both the Israel Defense Forces and US Central Command (CENTCOM) are on alert and are finalizing preparations in case he decides to order strikes. One US official told Axios that Trump told Netanyahu to "go ahead and get ready," but noted there was no firm commitment to restart military operations. Tensions have also continued over the Strait of Hormuz, a strategic waterway for global energy shipments. Ali Azmaei, a senior commander in Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy, threatened to sink US warships on Tuesday if they approach the Strait of Hormuz, according to Iran's state news agency IRNA. "We are waiting for American warships to approach the entrance to the Strait of Hormuz so that we can sink them," Azmaei said in televised remarks, adding that Iranian forces are "counting down" for the encounter. US CENTCOM on Tuesday rejected Azmaei's claims, posting on X that "IRGC's navy commander has no navy. American forces and regional partners clearly control the Strait of Hormuz." It disputed an Iranian navy commander’s remarks that Tehran controls the strategic international chokepoint, declaring that US forces had helped Gulf partners transport more than 19 million barrels of crude oil through the strait on Monday.
[bookmark: _Toc242880649]Saudi Arabia
· [bookmark: _Toc242880650]Saudi-led coalition intercepts 2 Houthi ballistic missiles targeting eastern Saudi Arabia – Middle East Monitor 
The Saudi-led coalition said on Tuesday that it intercepted and destroyed two ballistic missiles launched by the Houthi group toward Dhahran and Haradh in eastern Saudi Arabia, Anadolu reports. Coalition spokesman Turki al-Maliki announced in separate posts on the US social media company X that forces intercepted onw missile heading toward Haradh and another toward Dhahran. The coalition said debris from the interception had fallen in a residential area in Dhahran and authorities are responding to the site. It did not provide details on casualties or damage. Saudi Arabia’s Civil Defense issued a warning earlier Tuesday of “potential danger” in the Eastern Province before announcing minutes later that the danger had passed.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880651]Saudi-led coalition launches airstrikes on Houthi positions in Yemen’s Sanaa – Middle East Monitor 
The Saudi-led coalition launched airstrikes on Tuesday against Houthi positions in the Yemeni capital, Sanaa, according to a Yemeni government official and the Houthis, Anadolu reports. Fayyad Alnoman, a Yemeni government official, said coalition aircraft began carrying out airstrikes on Houthi positions in Sanaa within an area that the joint forces had previously ordered evacuated. Houthi military spokesman Yahya Saree said Saudi forces were targeting Sanaa and that Houthi forces were responding to the attacks. The Houthis said a strike targeted the Yemen Petroleum Company facility in al-Sabahah, west of Sanaa. Earlier Tuesday, the Saudi-led coalition ordered civilians to evacuate the company’s central al-Sabahah station ahead of a planned military operation. The strikes come amid escalating hostilities between the Saudi-led coalition and the Houthis, with both sides issuing evacuation warnings for potential targets.
[bookmark: _Toc242880652]UAE
· [bookmark: _Toc242880653]UAE, Russian presidents discuss Middle East developments, strategic partnership – Middle East Monitor 
United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin discussed bilateral cooperation and developments in the Middle East during a phone call Tuesday, Anadolu reports. The two leaders reviewed various aspects of cooperation and joint efforts to strengthen the strategic partnership between their countries in a way that serves their mutual interests, according to the UAE’s state news agency WAM. They also exchanged views on several regional and international issues of common concern, particularly developments in the Middle East and ongoing efforts to address them. Both leaders stressed the importance of strengthening regional security and stability for the benefit of countries and peoples across the region. The call comes amid continuing regional tensions linked to the US-Iran conflict and concerns over maritime security and energy supplies. In a later statement on the phone call, the Kremlin said that the two presidents discussed the further development of bilateral cooperation “against the backdrop of the 55th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Russia and the UAE.” “During an exchange of views on the international agenda, they addressed agreements reached following Vladimir Putin’s telephone conversation with US President Donald Trump regarding supplies of Russian diesel fuel, as well as prospects for resolving the crisis in the Persian Gulf region,” the statement said. It added that the Russian and Emirati presidents agreed to maintain personal contact.
[bookmark: _Toc242880654]Iran
· [bookmark: _Toc242880655]Iran summons British envoy over accusation of Tehran's involvement in airbase incident – CGTN 
The Iranian Foreign Ministry on Tuesday summoned British ambassador to Tehran Hugo Shorter over his government's "baseless" claim that Iran had been involved in a suspected plot targeting a British air base. According to a statement from the ministry, the British envoy was summoned by Alireza Yousefi, director general for Western Europe at the Iranian Foreign Ministry, one day after Britain's Prime Minister Andy Burnham said it was "highly likely" that Iran was involved in last month's incident at Royal Air Force Fairford. During the meeting, Yousefi voiced Iran's strong protest against Britain's "irresponsible and destructive" approach toward his country, categorically rejecting the British government's "baseless" anti-Iran claim. He added that "through resorting to projection and leveling unfounded accusations," British officials cannot evade accountability for Britain's participation in the US-Israeli military "aggression" against Iran and long-term hosting of anti-Iran "terrorist" groups and individuals. He called on the British government to present the documents and evidence supporting its anti-Iran allegations as soon as possible. Otherwise, Tehran will seriously reconsider its relations with London, for which the British government will be responsible. Shorter gave assurance that he would convey Iran's protest to his country's officials, said the statement. On September 27, British police detained five people, all in their 20s, on suspicion of "explosives and terrorism offenses" near the Royal Air Force Fairford in Gloucestershire, after being informed that three vans had been seen heading to the base, which the United States has used to launch strikes against Iran. The individuals were all released on police bail the next day after an examination of what was found in the vans and of the addresses linked to them across London. Police said they found gasoline in their vans, but no explosives, local media reported.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880656]Iran’s IRGC Navy threatens to sink US warships approaching Strait of Hormuz – Middle East Monitor 
A senior commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy threatened to sink US warships on Tuesday if they approach the Strait of Hormuz, according to Iran’s state news agency IRNA. “We are waiting for American warships to approach the entrance to the Strait of Hormuz so that we can sink them,” Rear Adm. Ali Azmaei said in televised remarks, adding that Iranian forces are “counting down” for the encounter. Azmaei claimed US warships “do not dare” approach the strategic waterway because of their vulnerability, saying a US aircraft carrier worth $13 billion had moved 700 kilometers (435 miles) from the strait. “If the Americans want to see whether the Strait of Hormuz is open or closed, let them enter the field and see who controls it,” he said. Azmaei also said Iranian forces released information about two cases in which “violating vessels” were punished, accusing the US and its regional partners of maintaining a media blackout on the incidents. He claimed the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf are under the control of the IRGC Navy, while Iran’s regular navy controls the Gulf of Oman. Azmaei said the IRGC exercises “smart control” over the Strait of Hormuz, issuing permits for vessels traveling to and from Iran to use Iranian waterways. He added that Iranian forces are better prepared now than they were at the beginning of the war. Tensions in and around the Strait of Hormuz have remained high amid the Iran-US war and disputes about navigation through the strategic waterway. Tehran maintains that it controls passage through Iranian waters in the strait and has warned vessels against using routes it considers unauthorized, while Washington has insisted on freedom of navigation through the waterway. Recent attacks on commercial vessels in and around the strait have further heightened maritime tensions.
[bookmark: _Toc242880657]Israel 
· [bookmark: _Toc242880658]Axios: Netanyahu discussed joint strike on Iran with Trump before Israeli election – Middle East Monitor
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu briefed US President Donald Trump on what he described as dangerous recent developments in Iran’s nuclear programme, amid rising tensions between Washington and Tehran, the US news website Axios reported, citing informed sources. Trump and Netanyahu discussed the possibility of launching a joint military strike on Iran before Israel’s election, according to the sources. The US and Israeli militaries have also stepped up their alert levels and military preparations in recent weeks. The developments come as uncertainty continues over Washington’s next move towards Iran, amid reports of military preparations for a possible resumption of operations. It remains unclear whether Trump and Netanyahu have made a final decision to launch a joint attack or set a date for any such operation. The reported discussions point to closer security and military coordination between Washington and Tel Aviv over Iran, while the next steps will depend on political decisions and developments on the ground.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880659]Israel raises alert levels amid fears of renewed war with Iran – Middle East Monitor 
Israel has raised its security alert levels to the highest possible level amid growing fears of a renewed military confrontation with Iran and the possibility of a large-scale pre-emptive Iranian attack, Israeli Channel 14 reported. According to the report, the Israeli security establishment fears that Iran may seek to change the rules of engagement after being twice surprised by previous Israeli operations. There is concern that Iran might choose to launch a large-scale preemptive strike instead of waiting for a new Israeli move, which could ignite a new round of direct confrontation between the two countries. The report said Israeli concerns were growing despite Iran’s severe economic crisis. According to Israeli assessments, the Iranian government continues to allocate substantial resources to rebuilding its military capabilities, including ballistic missiles, launch platforms and drones, as well as restoring capabilities damaged in previous attacks. Meanwhile, Israel is working to strengthen its operational readiness for various scenarios, including a surprise Iranian attack and the possible resumption of strikes inside Iran in coordination with the United States.
[bookmark: _Toc242880660]Palestine 
· [bookmark: _Toc242880661]Hamas condemns Israeli raids on Ramallah rights groups and arrests in Nablus – Middle East Monitor 
Hamas on Tuesday condemned Israeli military raids on human rights and women’s organisations in Ramallah and the arrest of dozens of Palestinians in Nablus, describing the operations as part of a broader campaign of repression in the occupied West Bank. In a statement received by Quds Press, senior Hamas official Mahmoud Mardawi said the raids and arrests reflected what he described as Israel’s efforts to weaken Palestinian institutions and undermine Palestinians’ determination to remain on their land. Mardawi accused Israeli forces of targeting human rights and women’s organisations in Ramallah while conducting a large-scale arrest campaign in Nablus. He specifically cited the raid on the headquarters of Al-Dameer, a Palestinian human rights organization, saying Israeli forces had confiscated property and materials from its offices. According to Mardawi, the operation demonstrated Israel’s targeting of Palestinian organisations working to document human rights violations and defend the rights of prisoners and other Palestinians. He argued that raids on human rights organisations would not prevent them from documenting alleged Israeli violations or drawing attention to the experiences of Palestinians. Mardawi said the operations would instead strengthen the determination of Palestinian institutions and political groups to continue defending their rights. He also maintained that Israeli military incursions, institutional raids and arrests would not deter Palestinians from defending their land and religious sites. Mardawi called on the international community and international human rights and humanitarian organisations to intervene urgently to halt the operations and pursue accountability for those responsible.
[bookmark: _Toc242880662]Syria
· [bookmark: _Toc242880663]Syria accuses Israel of arming, funding militias in Suwayda to sow ‘chaos’ – Middle East Monitor 
Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani on Tuesday accused Israel of supporting armed militias operating outside state authority in the southern city of Suwayda, providing them with weapons and money to carry out an “agenda of chaos” in the region. Al-Shaibani made the remarks at a joint news conference in Damascus with Sabrina Dallafior, director-general of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), according to the Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA). He accused Israel of seeking to destabilize Syria since December 2024, when the Assad regime was toppled, through attacks on infrastructure and the occupation of additional Syrian territory. The minister also accused Israeli forces of forcibly displacing Syrians and carrying out arbitrary arrests, saying the fate of dozens of Syrian detainees remains unknown. Al-Shaibani called on the international community to halt Israeli actions threatening to plunge the region into chaos, and urged a return to the 1974 disengagement agreement, allowing UN forces to implement it. He urged Israel to engage seriously in US-sponsored negotiations that he said have been underway for a year and a half, stressing Damascus’ commitment to reaching an agreement that respects Syria’s security and sovereignty. Israel has occupied most of Syria’s Golan Heights since 1967. Following the fall of Bashar al-Assad’s regime, Israeli forces seized the demilitarized buffer zone and expanded their presence in southern Syria. The 1974 disengagement agreement established a UN-monitored buffer zone between Syrian and Israeli forces. Syria and Israel have held several rounds of US-mediated talks aimed at reducing tensions, halting Israeli military operations and reaching a security agreement. In August, Syrian and Israeli delegations met in Jordan under US mediation to discuss measures to halt Israeli attacks, arrests and military operations, as well as the withdrawal of Israeli forces to positions held before December 2024.
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· [bookmark: _Toc242880666]Trump says Houthis acting ‘very badly’ amid intensifying attacks – Middle East Monitor 
US President Donald Trump on Tuesday denounced continued attacks by Houthis against Saudi Arabia, Anadolu reports. Asked if the US had made a decision to strike Houthi targets, Trump avoided a direct response when speaking to reporters before departing on a campaign trip to Alaska. “They’re behaving very badly,” he said. Trump later posted on his Truth Social repeating his comments about Houthis and said: “The Houthis are behaving very badly.” “I thought they learned their lesson a year ago when we bombed the HELL out of them and, at their request, stopped,” he said. Trump said the group had been “silent for a long time” but has “emerged again, probably at the behest of Iran,” which he described as a “Failing Nation,” while hitting Saudi Arabia and “purposefully trying to drive up Oil Prices, probably prior to the U.S. Elections.” “Somebody should explain to them that I’m not running in the Elections, I’ve already won, IN A MASSIVE LANDSLIDE, but I’ll be there after the Elections, and I will never forget!” he said. Trump’s comments come amid a broader escalation in Yemen between government forces, backed by the Saudi-led coalition, and the Houthis. Yemeni government forces launched the “Dawn of Yemen” operation earlier this month to recapture Houthi-held areas and restore government control. The Houthis have controlled the capital, Sanaa, and several provinces since 2014. A Saudi-led coalition intervened in Yemen in March 2015 in support of the internationally recognized government. The current escalation began in July as a 2022 truce broke down. The rebel group has also targeted Saudi energy and other sites, most recently an airport in Riyadh that killed 12.
· [bookmark: _Toc242880667]Trump says US may have gone too far in targeting Iranian leaders – Middle East Monitor 
US President Donald Trump has suggested that Washington may have gone too far in targeting Iranian leaders, saying it should perhaps have stopped at the first or second level of escalation. Trump also said that Iran wants to reach an agreement but does not know how to do so. Last week, Trump said that no one knows who is running Iran, adding that the country’s leaders had been killed, followed by the second tier of its leadership. Trump has repeatedly boasted about the killing of Iranian leaders during the war involving Israel.
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